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Leonard J. Tyl Middle School 

March, 2019 Volume 13, Issue 4 

        Tyl Talk 
“Learning and Caring Beyond Oneself” 

The Leonard J. Tyl Drama Company proudly presented Orange Is the New Glass to 
three enthusiastic audiences of students, and a packed crowd of parents, family members, and 
friends on Thursday and Friday, February 27 and 28.  The play was a comedy about empower-

ment and a voice for all citizens, set in a modern-day fairytale land.  Produced and directed by 
Robin Greenwald with set design and stage direction by Meghan Coiro, the play featured a 
cast of 21 student actors, supported by 18 student tech and stage crew members.  The play fea-
tured Leigh Church as Cinderella, Sara Azarjew as Mother Goose, Jack Brehler as Prince 
Charming, Kailey Seals as Goldie Locks, Sage Gressly as Barbara the Witch, and Brenna 

LaBranche as Razpunzel.  While some actors were newer to the stage, Leigh and Sara were 
joined by four other third-year actors, Zach Kobyluck, Ryan O’Bern, Daniel Barberi, and 
Madison Frechette.  Tech leads included Ava Gero and Mikayla Cusati back stage, and Lilly 
Belardo on lights.  The show was enhanced this year by Tyl’s high-tech new sound system, 
thanks to sound tech leaders Tyler Lawton and Gabe Vogt and their crew, who ran music and 

effects as well as managing the sound-amplifying body microphones.  Featuring a colorful ar-
ray of fairy tale costumes—as well as some orange jumpsuits—and sets ranging from a jail 
cell to the yellow brick road leading to the gates of Oz, the show was a source of fun for par-
ticipants and audience members alike!                               By: Robin Greenwald 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 
****************************************** 

 

March 10: PTO Meeting @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

March 11: Combined Tyl/MHS  Chorus 

Concert at MHS  @ 7:00 p.m. 

 
March 13: No School/Staff Develop-
ment Day 
 
March 20: PTO Game Night 
 
March 26: Smarter Balance Testing 
Begins 
 
March 27: Half Day/Staff Develop-
ment/Dismissal at 11:45 a.m. 
 
April 10 to April 17: Spring Break—
No School for Students 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Stay on Track: Keeping Up the Effort 
 by Jason Daly, Assistant Principal                                                                                           

Student of the Month: (Cr iter ia: academic and behavioral performance, par ticipation in clubs/activities and 
strong qualities such as helpfulness, respectfulness, kindness and improvement.) 
 
February: Grade 6: Emily Wigfield, Kyle Voight; Grade 7: Arianna Somera, Bradley Str ickland; Grade 8: Jen-
ny Li, Nicholas James 

Stay on Track- Keeping 
up the Effort 

 

It is hard to believe 
that the third trimester 
is upon us. It is amaz-
ing how quickly the 
school year passes. 
We will soon be 
standing on the side-
lines of baseball, soft-
ball, lacrosse, soccer 
and other spring ac-
tivities. Aside from 
being an exciting time 
of year, it is also an 
important time to stay 
on track and remain 
focused at school. We 
are moving into the 
time of Smarter Bal-
anced testing as well 
as the final third of 
the school year. Stu-
dents have an oppor-
tunity to have a 
strong finish to a pro-
ductive year. 
 
There is a natural ten-
dency for students to 
want to relax a bit in 
the spring, but keep-
ing up their effort is 
essential. If students 
have been having a 
strong year they will 
want to work hard to 
maintain that positive 
momentum. If they 
have been struggling 

it can be a great time 
to work with their 
teachers to get back 
on track.  
 
Please encourage 
your child to ask for 
help if they are falling 
behind or struggling 
with their work. We 
support our students 
in a variety of ways 
both during and after 
the school day. Each 
teacher is available 
one day per week af-
ter school. We also 
offer a Homework 
Club in the library 
Tuesday. Wedmesday 
and Thursday each 
week. This is an ex-
cellent opportunity to 
get some additional 
support or just com-
plete homework as-
signments so the 
night is free for other 
activities. 
 
If you have concerns 
about how your child 
is doing in school I 
encourage you to con-
tact their guidance 
counselor, any of 
their teachers, or my-
self and we can meet 
and develop a plan to 
address the problem 
and help your child 

experience more suc-
cess in school.  
 
Third trimester is a 
great time to maintain 
a strong level of ef-
fort or to get back on 
track and have a posi-
tive experience for 
the entire year. Suc-
cess builds success. 
The more positive 
experiences a student 
has the more likely 
they are to continue 
to maintain or in-
crease their level of 
achievement. 
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Mathcounts 
 

 
The Tyl MATHCOUNTS team 
attended the Eastern Chapter 
MATHCOUNTS Competition on 
Saturday, February 1.  
 
MATHCOUNTS was founded by 
the National Society of Profession-
al Engineers, National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM), and the CNA Founda-
tion. The objectives of MATH-
COUNTS are to elevate the pres-
tige associated with achievement 
in mathematics among middle 
school students, increase public 
awareness of the importance of 
mathematics and bring about im-
provements in the curricula of our 
schools. 
 
The competition was held at the  
U. S. Coast Guard Academy in 
New London. Approximately 200 
students from twenty-five middle 
schools located in Eastern Con-
necticut attended the event. Tyl 
was represented by 8th graders 
Tyler Lawton, Fiona Lau,  and 
Jenna White; 7th graders Benny 
Wu and Danny Zhong; and 6th 
Grader Eric Richmond. 
  
The competition consisted of three 
rounds; two individual rounds and 

one team round. The three rounds 
were completed in three hours. 
Congratulation to the team for 
their hard work! 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honor Band 
 
The Montville Music Department 
has held auditions for the Honor 
Band, consisting of band students 
chosen from throughout the district 
in grades five through eight. Ac-
cepted students will rehearse at the 
high school and perform a concert 
in the MHS auditorium. Students 
who were selected from Tyl are: 
 

FLUTES:  

Angie Cardona, Karina Chan, 
Winona Chen, Keyra Huaman, 
Makenzy Kasper, Elizabeth 
Maffeo, Lillian Mahonen, Isabel 
Northrop  

CLARINETS:  

Nathan Dhillon, Tatianna         
Irizarry, Valencia Osabutey,  
Savannah Saad 

BASS CLARINET:  

Lillian Daniels  

ALTO SAXOPHONES:  

Adam Gallagher, Alicia Pruitt, 
Kailey Seals, Jorge Tirado-
Agudelo, Alexa Tufares 

TENOR SAXOPHONE:  

Jackson Holmes 

TRUMPETS:  

Sara Azarjew, Justin Caisse, 
Carolyn Hintz, Calvin 
LaFrance, Elyn Patton  

TROMBONES:  

Jessica Joseph, Adam Sheridan, 
Enzo Valenti  

PERCUSSION:  

Spencer Buecker, Madeline  
Daniels, Mason Gardner, RJ 
Hartman, Katie Koning, Logan 
Melton, Eric Richmond,      
Zachary Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 Student Achievements 

Cellphone Rules:  Cellphones 
are to be off and in student’s lock-
er.  We have recently reminded 
students of this rule as we began to 
have increased disciplinary issues 
due to phones.  We have also stat-
ed, that all earbuds, air pods and 
headphones are to be off and ex-
pected to be in lockers.  Phones are 
not to be in student’s pockets, 
binders or in any of the “stuff” 
they carry to classes.  If a student 
does have a phone on them the 
phone will be confiscated and kept 
in the office until the end of the 
day. Students may pick them up 
before leaving for the day.  Argu-
ing or refusal to hand a phone over 
will result in a Friday detention.  



 

4 

NGSS  and  Smarter  
Balance Testing 

 
Smarter Balance tests will be given 
again this year. March 23 begins 
Smarter Balance testing in Reading 
and Math. Students are scheduled 
to take three different tests. The 
tests vary in length from one to 
two hours. However, students may 
take as much time as they need. 
Testing times are in the mornings 
so if you need to make an appoint-
ment for your child, please do so in 
the afternoon.  
 

The 8th grade Next Generation 
Science Standards tests will also be 
given to 8th grade students. The 
test will be given on May 27 and 
28. Your child will only take that 
test on one of those dates. 
 
We ask that you help your child be 
on time on testing days. Please re-
mind them to try their best, to get 
plenty of sleep the night before 
testing and eat a healthy breakfast 
before school. 
 
All tests are taken on a computer. 
Results should be available to 
schools sometime in July and to 
parents in late September. We use 
the results to look at overall school 
wide performance and make sure 
all of the students make education-
al progress each year.   
 
Students are required to take the 
Smarter Balance Test.   

 

 

 

PTO UPDATE 

 

Spring is around the corner and Tyl 
PTO Has been busy planning 
events for the rest of the year! First 
we would like to thank everyone 
that volunteered their time to make 
the Valentine’s Day flower sale a 
success, we sold over 650 flow-
ers!!! 

Going forward into March, we 
have an all school game night on 
March 20th. We will also have 
three fundraising opportunities and 
we look forward to a 7th grade on-
ly ice skating event in late April/
early May.  Here is the list of 
events for the spring:  

03/10 PTO Meeting 
3/12 Chili’s Give Back Night 
3/20 Game Night 
04/04-04/11 Five Below Give 
Back Week 
04/21 PTO Meeting 
05 TBD: 7th Grade Activity: Ice 
Skating 
05/12 PTO Meeting 
05/18 Nino’s Give Back Night 

Thank-you everyone for all you 
contribute to make the PTO and 
it’s activities successful!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

        Smarter Balance Testing and A Message from the Nurse 
 

 
Notes from the Health 

Room 
 

I’d like to take some time to review 
some points of our medication policy.  
Per Montville Board of Education 
policy, ALL medications must be 
delivered to the school by the parent 
or other responsible adult.  Students 
may not br ing medication to 
school.  Students found carrying 
medications could be subject to 
school discipline (Montville Policy 
# 5140). 
 
All medications administered by 
school personnel, including over the 
counter medications must have a 
signed physician’s order and be kept 
in the nurse’s office.  If a student 
forgets to take a medication normally 
given at home, the parent may come 
to the school and administer the med-
ication to their child. The ONLY ex-
ception to this, and only with very 
specific documentation from a physi-
cian, is for students who are pre-
scribed LIFE SAVING medications. 
 
I’m happy to answer any questions 
regarding your child’s medications 
administered at school and provide 
you with the necessary forms to bring 
to your physician. 
 
Mary Byron 
Tyl School Nurse 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://6
x-apple-data-detectors://7
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Colby Alves 

Alex Balkcom 

Alexa Beams 

Paul Beauchemin 

Lillian Belardo 

Mark Bollenbach 

Ava-Christina Bouchey 

Jack Bowman 

Taylor Brown 

Anna Bubucis 

Brayden Bunnell 

Angie Cardona 

Josephina Cedio 

Matthew Chen 

Tyler Chen 

Winona Chen 

Jada Cheung 

Amanda Corrice 

Yaniel Crespo 

Cameron Decoster 

Gavin Delucia 

Benjamin Elwell 

Josephine English 

Isabella Estelle 

Emily Fennell 

Adam Gallagher 

Anthony Garoppolo 

William Gilliland 

Gretchen Goodrich-Gelarden 

Noelle Guerrero 

Evelyn Harris 

Ryan Hartman 

Carter Heisler 

Abigail Hines 

Carolyn Hintz 

Jessica Hochdorfer 

Ryan Hochdorfer 

Jackson Holmes 

Nicole Hudson 

Keegan Ingle 

Nicholas James 

Emily Jenninges 

Sara Jinkerson 

Aidan Johnson 

Zachary Kobyluck 

Allie Kondash 

Katelyn Koning 

Brenna Labranche 

Calvin Lafrance 

Tyler Lawton 

Alexander Li 

Jenny Li 

Kiley Lynch 

Mia Maldonado 

Aiden Maurin 

Ashlynn Messer 

Zoe Molnar 

Trystianna Moone 

Isabel Northrop 

Kaedyn O'Bern 

Madelynn Perkins 

Leah Petersen 

Alessia Piacenza 

Kathleen Podziewski 

Eric Richmond 

Matthew Rutherford 

Julia Sanger-Orts 

Cameron Santacroce 

Ava Schramm 

Emmery Shaw 

Almaz Sklodosky 

Kyra Slack 

Lillian Soucy 

Pema Tashi 

Paige Terris 

Keianna Torrey 

Jonathan Trehy 

Cameron Tryon 

Antonio Vargas 

Emily Wigfield 

Melani Wijaya 

Kent Zheng 

 

 Student of the Trimester:  Trimester 2 

Each trimester,  Student of the Trimester Awards are given to the top academic stu-
dents in each subject area. Factored into the selection process are character traits and 
work habits.  Each teacher chooses two students per subject they teach. Exploratory 
teachers choose two students per grade level. Congratulations to our trimester one re-
cipients!   
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I wanted to include this article 
on vaping for you.  As educa-
tors, we know that students are 
vaping.  Because of the size of 
vaping devices and because 
they can look like a flash drive 
for a USB port, devices can eas-
ily be put in a pencil case or 
tucked in a pocket so adults will 
not notice. After doing some 
reading about vaping, it has be-
come clear to me that students 
are placing themselves at seri-
ous risk.  Over 2.1 million mid-
dle and high school students 
were users in 2017 and that 
number has spiked.   “JUUL, 
probably the most popular vap-
ing company, recently exceeded 
a $10 billion valuation faster 
than any company, including 
Facebook”. Of course, devices 
can be used not just for nico-
tine, but also for marijuana.  I 
hope you take the time to read 
the article from US News and 
World Report.  
 

How to Keep Tweens 
from Vaping 
 
Here are five ways to decrease 
the chances your tween will 
use e-cigarettes. By Susan 
Newman and Phyllis Fagell, 
Oct. 18, 2019, at 8:31 a.m. 
 
As parents and educators 
scramble to address skyrocket-
ing vaping rates among teens, 
we can’t afford to neglect 
preteens, or kids 9 to 12, who 
are also increasingly using e-
cigarettes as well. 
 

According to the Food and 
Drug Administration, e-cigarette 
use by middle schoolers spiked 
48% from 2017 to 2018. 
Among eighth graders, the in-
crease was even more star-
tling: An article published last 
month in the New England 
Journal of Medicine noted that 
4% of students surveyed in 
2017 had used e-cigarettes in 
the past 30 days; that rose to 
6% in 2018 and to 9% of eighth 
graders surveyed this year – so 
more than double what it was 
just two years ago. 
 
Early intervention is key. The 
2018 Monitoring the Fu-
ture survey found that by their 
senior year of high school, 
more than 20% of students re-
ported vaping nicotine in the 
last 30 days, and researchers 
from the University of Pennsyl-
vania and the University of 
Southern California reported in 
the journal Pediatrics that 14-
year-olds who tried e-cigs were 
three times more likely to 
try marijuana than students 
who hadn’t tried them. 
 
While there is no such thing as 
an average middle schooler, 
they do share some distinct 
characteristics. Tweens are 
prone to increased risk-taking 
and sensory overload and may 
fail to think through conse-
quences. Many are in the 
throes of puberty and are inse-
cure and eager to fit in. They 
often have trouble predicting 
the consequences of their ac-
tions or resisting their desire for 

immediate rewards. The good 
news is that tweens are still im-
pressionable and care what 
adults think. So what you do 
and say has an impact on your 
child. Here are five ways par-
ents and educators can de-
crease the odds that tweens 
will decide to vape: 
 
Preview challenging social 
situations. 
Parents can help tweens resist 
pressure to vape “the same 
way vaccines prepare our bod-
ies to resist future viruses,” 
says Josh Compton, an associ-
ate professor of speech at Dart-
mouth College who researches 
inoculation theory. 
 
In the case of vaping, a parent 
might say, “Some kids think 
that vaping is harmless, but it’s 
not. Vaping has made people 
really sick, and who knows how 
bad the long-term risks might 
be.” Or an adult could start with 
an explicit warning, saying, 
“You’ve told me that you’re not 
interested in trying vaping, and 
that’s the right decision,” 
Compton suggests. “But some 
kids, despite thinking they won’t 
try it, do get tempted, try it, get 
hooked and do get harmed.” 
 
Help tweens formulate a plan. 
Talk through peer negotiation 
strategies, but avoid lectures. 
Keep anecdotes and cautionary 
tales relevant. If you read an 
article about vaping statistics, 
ask them if they’re surprised by 
the numbers. If a classmate  

 

Vaping: By Principal Dix 

https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/susan-newman
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/susan-newman
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/phyllis-fagell
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/youth-and-tobacco/2018-nyts-data-startling-rise-youth-e-cigarette-use
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/youth-and-tobacco/2018-nyts-data-startling-rise-youth-e-cigarette-use
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc1910739
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/family/articles/2018-10-02/what-parents-can-do-about-teens-vaping
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/teens-using-vaping-devices-record-numbers
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/teens-using-vaping-devices-record-numbers
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/142/3/e20173616
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2018-01-24/3-things-i-wish-parents-and-teens-knew-about-pot
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2017-06-16/preparing-for-your-child-to-go-through-puberty
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gets suspended for vaping in 
the bathroom, initiate a conver-
sation. 
 
Ask tweens to brainstorm hypo-
thetical scenarios that would 
make it more tempting to vape 
with friends. Be authentic and 
acknowledge that it’s not al-
ways easy to make the right 
decision. An eighth grade girl 
explained her predicament: “I’d 
have a hard time saying no if 
the boy I liked asked me to 
vape with him.” Have your child 
come up with a list of set 
phrases, from “My parents 
would kill me” to “That stuff 
makes me sick” to avoid vaping 
when they feel social pressure 
to use e-cigarettes. 
 
Encourage kids to take com-
paratively safe risks. 
Middle schoolers are wired to 
seek fun and novelty, and 
they’re going to make some 
bad choices. Asserting autono-
my is a developmental impera-
tive, so encourage them to flex 
their risk-taking muscles in rela-
tively safe ways. That might 
mean trying out for a team, au-
ditioning for a play, running for 
class office or asking a class-
mate they like to a dance. Give 
them the freedom to add or 
drop an extracurricular activity, 
and don’t micromanage their 
social life. Tweens are less like-
ly to rebel when they’re treated 
as the expert on their own life. 
 
Set the stage for good deci-
sion-making. 
Tweens have little life experi-
ence or perspective and need 

help identifying positive coping 
strategies. Be vocal about how 
you relax and manage stress in 
healthy ways, and point out 
when you notice that a particu-
lar strategy is working for your 
child. 
 
Kids also need help establish-
ing good sleep habits. Sleep 
deprivation interferes with their 
ability to solve problems and 
make smart decisions. Children 
ages 10 to 12 need nine to 12 
hours of sleep, while 13- to 15-
year-olds need eight to 10 
hours of rest each night, ac-
cording to Christina Johns, a 
pediatric emergency physician 
and senior medical director at 
PM Pediatrics in Maryland. 
 
Provide good information. 
Scare tactics don’t work. In-
stead, make sure tweens have 
accurate information about the 
known risks of vaping. They 
may be getting their information 
(or misinformation) from other 
classmates or friends, and 
many don’t realize vaping is 
harmful. Research from the 
University of Buffalo reveals 
that adolescents are influenced 
by the available flavors, vap-
ing’s popularity and a misper-
ception that e-cigarettes are a 
safe alternative to smoking. 
 
Explain that e-cigarettes con-
tain nicotine and that vaping is 
addictive. Tell them it can have 
a negative effect on their devel-
oping brain and make it harder 
to pay attention.  
 
Share takeaways from re-

search like a 2018  study pub-
lished in the journal Pediatrics 
that found kids who vape are 
getting exposed to cancer-
causing compounds. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention is recommending 
that everyone refrain from us-
ing e-cigarette products while 
they investigate an outbreak of 
lung illness. 
 
As you have these conversa-
tions, remember that tweens 
are acutely sensitive to both 
real and imagined criticism and 
don't want to invite drama, es-
pecially from their parents. If 
you remain nonjudgmental and 
calm, they will continue to 
come to you for advice and in-
formation. 
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https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2017-04-24/how-to-help-your-teen-deal-with-stress
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2018-07-17/how-healthy-are-your-sleep-patterns
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0882596319301769
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/articles/2016-05-13/whats-the-deal-with-kids-who-smoke
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/understanding-teen-nicotine-addiction
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/understanding-teen-nicotine-addiction

