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Impact of School Closure on Grading Practices
Our faculty and staff are committed to providing high-quality instruction via the distance learning model for as long as the school closure persists.  However, we recognize that students’ academic performance may be affected by factors outside their control during this spring’s extended school closure.  It is our goal to use the grading process to provide students with feedback about their progress and offer comments that will help them to build skills in each of their classes.  To that end, teachers are grading student work and providing comments and suggestions for improvements on assignments.  It is also our goal to recognize students’ successes during their distance learning, but not to allow these unusual circumstances to negatively impact students’ year-end course grades.  

We have made several changes to ensure we recognize not only students’ academic progress, but also their effort, participation, and growth as effective distance-learners.  For all students, Quarter 4 grades will not be weighted as heavily as the first three quarters.  Additionally students will not complete traditional final exams though their teachers may incorporate performance-based assessments into their fourth quarter grade.  (Note: UCONN ECE classes may have finals; this is determined by each academic department at UCONN, and we will forward more information relative to those courses when it becomes available.)
Students will be able to choose between two options for calculation of their year-end course grade and determination of whether they will earn credit for the course.  This choice can be made course by course; for example, a student may elect to earn a letter grade in their math course and a pass/fail grade for their English class.  Students’ teachers and school counselors are available to help them to select the best option, and this choice must be communicated by June 12th.
Option 1:  Fourth quarter grades will be calculated in the same way they have in the past, based upon work completed and scores earned, and entered into Power School.  The grades will be factored into year-end class averages, GPA and class rank using the weights described in the details below.

Option 2:  Fourth quarter grades will be reported as Pass, Fail, or Incomplete.  These grades will be one factor used to determine whether a student earns credit for a course, but will not be calculated into GPA or class rank.  Students must apply for an incomplete.
Option 1 will be the default option for students who do not request Pass / Fail grading.
Option 1 – Details

· The student’s quarter 4 grades will be averaged as communicated by the classroom teacher and the quarter 4 average will be calculated into the student’s year-end grade.

· Quarters 1, 2, and 3 will each count 25% of the student’s overall year-end grade, the mid-year exam will count 10% and quarter 4 will count 15%.  (For second semester classes, quarter 3 will count 60% and quarter 4 will count 40%.)

· The year-end course grade including the quarter 4 grade will be included in calculation of GPA and class rank according to our traditional process.
Option 2 - Details
· The state has conducted research with college admissions offices, the NCAA, and other state departments of education across the nation and determined that earning a P or F grade for the fourth quarter will not harm students’ future opportunities for college admission or athletic participation.  This grade will show on the quarter four report card, but will not show on students’ transcripts which display only year-end grades.
· Grades for semester 1 (quarter 1, quarter 2, and exams) and quarter 3 remain unchanged.

· For Quarter 4 grades will be recorded on report cards as
P     Pass (average between 60-100)
F     Fail (average 59 and below) 
I      Incomplete (used for students in grades 9-11 who need additional opportunities to earn course credit due to identified limitations to their access to distance learning; students must apply to be considered for an incomplete)

· P indicates that students have satisfactorily completed the work to earn course credit

· Assignments will continue to be graded according to our current grade scale and these grades will be averaged to determine whether the student earns a P or F
· Assignment grades and teachers’ comments will be used to provide meaningful feedback to students to foster their academic growth

· For students who earn a “P” in quarter 4, year-end grades will include only Quarters 1, 2, and 3 and the midterm exam.  Each of the quarters will be weighted 30% and the mid-term exam will be weighted 10%.  For second semester half-credit classes, the final grade will be calculated using only the quarter 3 grade.
· For students who earn an “F” in quarter 4, year-end grades will be calculated based upon an F counting as a score of 50 unless the student’s average was between 51 and 59 in which case the actual grade will be used.  Quarters 1, 2, and 3 will each count 25% of the student’s overall year-end grade, the mid-year exam will count 10% and quarter 4 will count 15%.  (For second semester classes, quarter 3 will count 60% and quarter 4 will count 40%.)  Students will earn course credit if this cumulative average is 60 or above.  Please note, our teachers and counselors are working closely with students and families to ensure that each student has the support to successfully complete their coursework.  We expect that failure will not be an issue for students who are engaged and giving their best effort.  
· Grades of Incomplete will only be entered for students who apply for an incomplete and provide the reasons why they were unable to complete their work during the school closure.  Incomplete grades must be made up within 30 days of our return to in-person learning.  Arrangements for the support necessary to complete the missing work will be made at that time. 

· For students selecting the Pass/Fail option, quarter 4 grades will not be included in calculation of GPA and Class Rank.
How will this affect Class of 2020 Top 10? 
This has no impact on the top 10 students for the Class of 2020 as top 10 are named after first semester senior year.  They have already been named for the Class of 2020.
How does this impact Honor Roll?
There will be no honor roll calculated for the fourth quarter.  Honor roll is calculated for local recognition only and has no bearing on a student’s candidacy for outside awards.  
As a parent, how should I advise my student?  
The intention of this revised grading plan is to encourage students to stay appropriately engaged and put forth their best effort while allowing them an option to reduce the impact of quarter 4 work on GPA if needed.  Specifically, a student might choose the Pass option if the distance learning model has posed an obstacle to their learning and is causing the student anxiety around grades.  However, it is important that students put forth their best effort and spend a significant amount of time each school day on their distance learning endeavors.  It is reasonable to think that students should work for roughly the amount of time they would normally have been in school and engaged in learning.  We suggest that parents continue to support and encourage their children to do their best; if the fourth quarter grade is projected to be substantially lower than normal but still in the passing range, their teacher / counselor will suggest considering the Pass option.  If the student fails the course for fourth quarter, the Pass option will not be available to them and they should expect a negative impact on their overall grade for the course unless they apply for and are granted an Incomplete.
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